[Prognosis of bacterial meningitis].
To review the literature on the risk factors for bacterial meningitis (BM) and evaluate these factors in children diagnosed as having BM in the Paediatric Department of the University Hospital of Maracaibo between 1996 and 1998. We made a retrospective study of children diagnosed as having BM in the University of Maracaibo. We evaluated different factors related to BM. From 1 January 1996 to 31 December 1998 a total of 152 children were diagnosed as having bacterial meningitis; 69.7% were boys and 30.3% were girls. The commonest causal germ was Haemophilus influenzae. Disorders of sensation (42.7%) and signs of meningism (32.8%) were the most frequent neurological alterations. The main laboratory findings were leucocytosis (51.3%), thrombocytosis (49.3%), pleocytosis (70.3%), cerebrospinal fluid protein (49.3%) and low cerebrospinal fluid glucose (72.8%). Twelve patients (7.5%) died. Of this group, 10 were under one year of age and had septic shock. BM represents a major group of hospital admissions in everyday paediatric practice. Although the mortality has decreased, an increased risk of sequelas must be borne in mind. Clinico-neurological examination on admission and simultaneous analysis of laboratory investigations allows identification of prognostic indicators of morbidity and mortality.